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MANY LOOK BUT
FEW REMEMBER
WHAT THEY SEE

Police Find Individuals Fall to Note
Accurately for Deseriptions
They Must Have,

- BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN.

{Bpecial Argus Correspondence.)

Washington, July 30.—Are you a
good observer?

Could you, if requesied, tell the
color of the eyes of your three best
triends, or whether the numerals
on your walch are in figures or
Roman notations?

It would be of great assistance to
your police department if you and
other people could report simple
details llke these, As it |5, the po-
lice are constantly being asked (o
trtice and recover lost articles and
missing persons, supplied only-with
vague and often misleading descrip-

It is well-known, for Instance,
that automobile owners seldom
kEnow the nsumbers of their license
tage, much less the number of the
car's motor. Sometlmes they are
even uncertaln on the point of color.
The other day, a man telephoned
the Washington police department
that his car, which was navy blue
with a green stripe, bad been
stolen. The police ohtained a furth-
er description of the car from the
agency which sold it, and 0Ooauy
succeeded in recovering it. But the
siripe on the car was not green put
distinctly yellow,

A few weeks ago, & retail mer-

chant in & middle western city nt—[

ported to the police the disappear-
ance of his senlor <lerk, with the
contents of the cash register. The
merchant described the young man
as being above the average helght,
with black hair and brown eyes, a
falr complexion. The woman who
rénted the apartment above the
gtore and who claimed to have seen |
the man leaving It, carrying a suft-
case lato at night, described him &s
“a short, stout man with dark
auborn halr, gray eyes ana a
swarthy skin.” How would you Iike
to get on the trall of a criminal,
armed with two such descriptions
uS these?

Major Raymond W. Pullman,
commissioner of police in Washing-
ton, has recently requested every
automobile owuer o kéep 8 mem-
orandum in his pocket or desk, con-
taining an exact description of his
car, including the motor numoer
and any peculiar marks of identifi-
cation. The New York police depart-
mént has gone & step further, and
asked every citizen to write a de-

seription of his cherished ariicles |

of personal property, as well as one
of each member of his family, and
keep it where It can be obtained In
ease of emergency. It has been
found that few Individuals can put
down this Information without hav-
Ing the objecta before them. Details

make no lmpression on his mind |

and, besides, the imagination Insists
npon interfering and Inserting de-
talls thal really are not there at
all
Many See Poerly.

This, added to the fact that the
evesight of many people is not nor-
mal, accounts for the weird exag-
gerations and econtraditions which
often get into print. Take the re-
ecent fight at Tolado, for example. |
The greatest experts on pugilistic|
matters, trained obhservers, wil-
nessed and rrporteri this fight for |
the newspapors, and every one of
them reported different details, One
of them declared that Dempeey
stood with his back to the ring un-
Lfl the caill to battle had bheen
sounded twice; another sald that
he stood facing Willard, eagerly
waiting the summons to start. Il has
beer impossible to tell from st-
accounts what was the color of lhl‘
umbrella holsted over the cham-
pion'e head when he first entered
the ring. According to the testimony
it must have been either blue or tan
or green, but no one seems to be
gure, Then there Is the question as
to who struck the first blow. Va-
rious authoritles disagee on this
point, also. As to the result of the
fight, there was certainly no doubt
among them, but so far as the de-
talls were concerned, all is con-
fusion.

To demonstrate how little re-
liance may be placed in the testi-

many of eys witnesses, a professor
in one of our middle western uni-
versities conducted an experiment
for the benefit of his clasy. He ex-
plained that a certain Ineident was
sbout to take place in the class-
room; that the class was to watch
it as carefully as possible, and aft-
erwards write a report of what tney
bad seen.

Scarcely had he Gonished speak-
ing when a man, introduced as
Jones, with a black mask over nis
eyes, nose and mouth and wearmmg
a gray rain coat rushed into the
room. In his left hand he carried a
salt bag half full of nziis, and in
his right hand a small wrench., A
streak of red paint was smeared
across his left cheek. Just instde
the door of the classroom he turn-
ed and pointed his wrench at the
pursuing party., shouting, “Stand
back, or I'll shoot.” Then he ran
across the room, dropped to hils
knees and flung the bag on the
floor. “There it is; take it,"” he san],
and rushed out of the room agmn,
At this point entered Smith in pur-
suit of Jomes, shouting, “Give it
up, you scoundrel,” and rushing
over to the bag, picked it up., The
professor then jumped from his
chair and exclaimed in pretended
alarm, “Men, what are up to here™

Widely Varied.

This was the way the Jttle
drama was actually enacted, but it
was not what anyone of the l.wen—
ty-five wilnessed present actually
saw or reported thal they saw. The
description of Jones were widely
varied. One sald he wore a biack
coat and a light mask; another ae-
¢lared that the mask was red; an-
other that his mouth was painted
red, and still another asserted that )
he carried a pistol and a club in
his hand, Some thought that Smith
wore & black suit, some & gray suit,
and some a blue suit. He was ae-
gcribed as carrying a pistol, which
he soapped several times, crying
“Get out of here.” One of the stu-
dents said that he dropped an um-

manufacturer to death, The

er also attampted to shoot him vn:h
a revolver, but the manufacturer's
wife knocked the weapon out of his
hand. By the time the police reach-
ed the scene, the man had made
good his escape, but the wife was
absolutely certain as to his ldentity.
He was dressed in dark clothes,
dark cap and muffler, she assertad,
but she knew “by the look in nis
eyes” that he was her cousin, a
young ex-soldier, Fortunately, the
cousin was able to prove & con-
clusive allbi, and the Investigation
continued antil sometime’ later an-
cther ex-soldler bearing & resem-
blance to the cousin was arresved
as the murderer. Again the wife, as
well as the family servants, jdanti-
fied the man as the manufacturer's
assallant, though they were a shade
less certain, but this defendant was
also able to prove his innocence.
Thus, the lives of two innocent men
were placed in jeopardy by Incor-
rect ohservation.

The habit of accurate observation,
it is held, is not difficult to ne-
guire, The minds are indifferent
to details because they have not
been trained to retain detalls, If one
meld each day consciously taXe
note of the detalls of the appear-
ence of some one assoclate or ob-
ject and {implant those details In hia
mind, going back to them later, he
would be giving himself calisthenrcs
in ohservation which would ce-
velop & habit of acenrats ohserve-
tion. Soon the mind would anto-
matically store away such detalls,
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brella on the floor, and another re-|
ported that he had yelled “Catch
that man!" !
Even the professor's part in the
drama was faisely described. He
| was reported as saying, “What's all
| this?" *“Hello, what's going on
here? and only cne stodent even
approximateiy set down what the
professor had actuaily said.
Conflicting testimony is common
in the court room. Sometimes half!
a dozen witnesses will tell com-
pletely different stories of how a
erime happened. Not long ago, a
woman was found murdered in 'hu-[
home, Some of her Jewels were

tramp who had appeared Iin the,
town on that day, Four persons|
were found who declared that they
had observed the tramp leave the
woman’s houose by the side door
about half-pasti eight at night. When
asked why they thought it was the
tramp, each was surprised and
finally said it was becsuse of his=
appearance. Ask to describe hls ap-
pearance, the four witnesses agreed
only as to one detall, namely, that
the man wore a cap. Une woman
swore that she could see by the
street Inmp thal he was unkempt,
and that he thrust something Into

it was & little girl of nine who gave |
the detective on the Tase his first
correct clue, She stated that he!
had not worn an overcoat st all,
but a cape. Th's caused the delec-
tive to eliminate the tramp and|
start on another line of investign- !
tion, which finally endead in the!
| ennviction of 3 man who was oot a |
| tramp at all

{ Incorreet Observation.

| Another case which shows the
fallibility of the human eve s that
lof & wealthy manufacturer who wus
attacked by a man who round his
way into his home In the suburbs
some years ago, and stabbeda the |
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missing, and it was suspected thart TTT
the crime hnd been committed by a |~
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GARMENT CHAPTER
IN STAR DIVISION

The gurment department of the
Rock Isiand Red Cross chapter 1:
classed among the star chapters of
the county in the production of
garments, especially in the refugee
work which has been taken up
more recently. Notification of this
has been received by Mrs. C. W.
Hawes, head of ths department
from Hester T. Smith, who is di-
rector of the bureau of chamar-pm-
duction of the central division.

Foilowing is the letter which
shows just where the Rock Is
chapter stands in production
in the gquality of the work.

“I want to tall you how mm:h
we appreciste the assistance you
are giving us in the refugee gar-
ments. We have recently inspect-
ed case No. A-81, from your chap-

ter and it is a pleasure to receive
so fine a shipment Bveryithing
was beautifully made and the gar-
ments were so neatly folded and

tied.

“1 conslder that the Rock Island
chapter is doing remarkable work
and everyone here ino central
division especially appreciates the
cooperation you have gilven us
gince the signing of the armistice
I realize how much harder it is to
got workers now than it was for-
merly and we appreciate what you
are doing now all the more.

“There are a few of our chap-
ters which have not seen their way
clear to do either refugee knitting
of garments, but pleasa do not
think that this means that the
chnptm which are willing are be-
ing imposed upon.

“Garments are very badly needed
and the chapters Lo whom we may
look for the accomplishment of this
work ara the ones classed by us as

star chaplers.

A’

everywhere

the pocket of his overcoal. Finally, |

CORD TIRES

Big, clean-cut in

appearance, they give
an excess mileage

'

- '-'-ao'-.'..'
.

‘.‘-""’...“"u

even for

For Sale by Dealers

Cord Tires.

TOUGH, WEAR-RESISTING TREADS

Akin-

Better Buy

Schwenker Low Shoe Sale

Them Now.

112 W.2d

-

If you need an extra pair of LLow Shoes to finish out the
season, of if you can anticipate your next season’s need,

Every dollar yeu spend here during this sale will pay you
double dlv:dends—Dlwdcnds on a savings on the price—and
dividends in the kind of wear and comfort you want to have.
In addition, shoes have a consistent upward trend in price.
We can tell you positively that the average shoe will soon be
three to four dollars a pair more than they are sold for today.
There is no time like the present for buying shoes.

This sale at each of our three stores.

412 15th Se.

“] ea= assure you that Rock 1s-!have been serve dappetizing and re-/ est, and the total amount of
land chapter stands high on the|freshing meals and the boys leave‘p.-.scs,smum and sald certificate
roll of honor. with warm praise for Rock Island's | states that the sald lmprov

“Very sincerely yours hospitality. conforms substantially to
“HESTER T7T. SHITH — e guirements of the original o
Rock Island Red Cross canteen| PROPERTY HOLOERS' NOTICE, |snce for the construction of
workers yesterday served be- General No, 455 :m”"lm r{mul“'rl by .:;i s ‘..-
1 \final hearing on sald ceruifiea
:‘;“r:" ’:; “g zooh soldlers “h"l Notice is hereby given to all per-{wi} be bad on the 11th day of
pasaing through on t.helr Way 'sons Interested that the board of |ust, A. D, 1818, at the hour o
from Camp Merritt, N. to San . - .
Francisco, Cal., where m, are to|local improvements of the city of o'clock &, m., or as "r"'"‘;l
N nARE ' rour
be discharged. The train stopped | Rock Island, Iil, has filed in tne :’t‘!‘;"bf’;‘n;l’:‘ A Lotens. Mastrin
st the Thirtieth street dopot and|county court of Rock Island, a cer may appear on the hearink ani
the canteen workers were there jm- ¥y app o Bzt
mediately with great quant'ties of tificate of the cost of the improve- | make their defense
lemonade, sandwiches, candy and |ment entitled in said court, “In Re Dated at Rock Island,
cigarettes. The train stopped but | Petition of the City of Rock Isiand, | 26th day of July A D, 1010,
& short time. The Rock Island | Illinols, to ansess the cost of the H, M. BCHRIVER,
canteen has established an excel-|construction of a sewer on Eigh- M. T. RUDGRER,
lent reputation throughout the |teenth avenue from Twenty-elgnth FRANK WICH,
country for the efficient manner in |street east to a point 20 feet wesy o2 JOHN MURRIN,
which it has looked after the phy- | Twenty-ninth atreet,” and sald WILLIAM FITZS
certificate also shows the court
costs, the amount of accrued inter-
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aical needs of the anidiers who pass Board of loeal impre
through the city, Great numbers the City of Rock Ialand,

;Cabe & Cor
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Futurist Union Suits

No other make affords the comfort and coolness to the wearer as,
“Futurist”. It is woman’s modern undergarment; sheer, dainty and ecool
More comfortable than the knitted garment and more economical than
silk, s -

-
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Soft, white nainsook garments, bodice top, silk shoulder rib-
bons and draw strings, per suit $1.25.

Extra fine, white or pink, nainsook garments, regular or bo
dice tops, per suit §1.75.

Dairty crossbar marquisette suits in white, cool, comfortable
attractive, ideal garments, per suit, $2.25.

Women’s White
Hose

A Mid-Summer bargain of special inter
est at this time, A fashioned hose without
a seam, of fine mercerized lisle with double
heels and toes. Very special—pair 48c.

Sun and Rain
Umbrellas

We still have a good assorument of col-
ors in this special lot of all silk taffeta, new
style handles, can be used for rain or sun.
Regular $7.00 value, cach $5.40- , -

e

Dainty Summer Neckwear

'S Just in—a beautiful assortment of the newest ideas in women’s
wear. Georgetie and the finest, sheer organdies, daintily embroidered
and lace trimmed. An except.lonally attractive showing at very popular
prices. Each 59%¢ to $1.98, :

neck-

Shoe Clearances

200 pairs women's white kid top
black vamps, button or lace,
for quick clearance

50 pairs of women's brown ana black ox- shoes,

foras, Louis heels, broken sizes, 5

reduced to 54. 9
and black kid | 250 pairs children's and misse's r-hppcrs and

shoes, were $3.50 to $5.00,

to close at

25 pairs women's brown

shoes, values to $10.00. to

close, per pair.

Odd lots of women's and children’s high and

low shoes, values $3.00 to $7.00. s] 95
-

pair

A limited assortment of white canvas strap
slippers, sizes 214 to §,

on sale $1.85 and

100 pairs of women's patent and kid pumps,
luther Louis heels, broken sizes, $3 95

125 pairs women's white kid pumps and
slippers, French welt and turnea 53 95

Twenty-Five Per Cent Discount on

All poren swings, porch chairs, porch rugs, grass rugs and floor lamps,
all this week. Third Floor.

Remnants of linoleums and congoleums choice, per square yard 39¢c,

=% 00w
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Ansco Cameras=-Speedex Films
L ]

Don't let another summer go by without an Ansco. Tt
will add more to the pleasure of your outing than any-
thing else. All winter and long afterwards you can
live over again with your pictures those good summes
Let us show you the Ansco line.

Developing and Printing
In developing and printing your film we keep bafore us the

fact that vou have spent considerable time and money in malking
of the

days.

the exposires, and that it is strictly up to us 2o gel out
film all you put into It. We are rather proud of our abliity 1o
do this. Try us on your nexi exposures.

A Beautiful Enlarge-~
ment Yree With

5
Coupons

Ask for coupons when muxing purchases
in our Photographic Department. On all
purchases amounting to $5.00 we will make
free of charge, a handsome enlargement
from any film you may wish. Save your
coupons.

Special Sunday, Holiday
and Evening Service
... A deposit box has been installed at our
Second Avenue entrance where films may

be deposited at any time—Sundays, Holi-
days or at night, and the finished prints will

be ready for you next day at 4:30 p- m.

Ice cream bricks, packed, ready to carry home,
on sale at our Delicatessen Shop, Main Floor




